
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 25, 2021 

Good Shepherd Sunday 

  

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

  

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name.  Amen 

  

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 

Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen 
FIRST READING:    Acts 4:5-12 
PSALM:    Psalm 23 
SECOND READING:  I John 3:16-24 
GOSPEL READING:  John 10:11-18 
  
SERMON  
  
Silence for Reflection 
  



Music Meditation  
  
Apostles’ Creed 

The presiding minister may introduce the Creed. 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
  

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your 

loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to your 

expansive love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

  

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your 

creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with 

life. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

  

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all 

leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give 

leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

  

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your 

Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need (especially). Help us love one another in 

truth and action. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

  



Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and 

give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities (specific concerns 

may be named), fill us anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection 

hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you (especially the evangelist Mark). Bring 

us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

  

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

  

  

  

OFFERING 
  

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

 The Lord be with you.   

 And also with you. 

  

 Lift up your hearts!   

 We lift them to the Lord. 

  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

 It is right to give our thanks and praise 

  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

  

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 



and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

  

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen 

  
LORD’S PRAYER  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen  

  

COMMUNION 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Gracious God,  

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Reminder to Sign-up 

 Geraniums 

 Kandete Parish prayer request 

  

  
BLESSING 

  

May Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen 

  

DISMISSAL 

  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

  

POSTLUDE  

 


