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The assembly gathers in silence. 

The service begins with a reading of Psalm 51  

Greeting 

 
The assembly stands. The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 

FIRST READING                                       Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

   

PSALM    Psalm 103:8-14  
 

 8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

     slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9 He will not always accuse, 

        nor will he keep his anger forever. 

 10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

     nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

     so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

 12 as far as the east is from the west, 

     so far he removes our transgressions from us. 

 13 As a father has compassion for his children, 

     so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. 

 14 For he knows how we were made; 

     he remembers that we are dust. 

 
    

SECOND READING:                                  2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10  

 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

  

GOSPEL         Matthew  6:1-6, 16-21  

 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the Sermon . 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
     Eternal Lord of love, behold your church ELW 321 

INVITATION TO LENT 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
The presiding minister leads the following or another confession. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you and to one another, 

and before the whole company of heaven, 

that we have sinned by our fault, 

by our own fault, 

by our own most grievous fault, 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiv-

en. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

  

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been 

true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

  

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our 

lives, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 



  

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we con-

fess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

  

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, 

we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

  

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

  

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our preju-

dice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

  

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 

after us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

  

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
The presiding minister prays the following: 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 

that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

People may come forward to receive the ashes. 

Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

During this time, hymns or penitential psalms may be sung, or silence may be kept.  

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, and the minister 

continues. 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

that we may show forth your glory in the world. 



By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 

life.  Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 

 

Renew your church, O God. When we have drifted from our call to proclaim repent-

ance and to guide your people toward justice, lead us back to you. Encourage believers 

who hold the church’s doors open to those who have felt excluded. Merciful God, re-

ceive our prayer. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

As we mark ashes on our foreheads, we give you praise, O God, for all the saints who 

died and yet are alive with you (especially John Wesley and Charles Wesley, whom we 

commemorate today). Receive us with them into your eternal embrace. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

  

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Je-

sus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
In response to all that God has done and continues to do for us in Christ Jesus, we 

now come to that part of our worship when we give . . . not reluctantly, but cheerfully 

and in thanksgiving.  

While many of us have been accustomed to giving in the offering plate, because of the 

pandemic, there are other ways: through the mail or with Vanco online. However you 

choose to give, please know that your gifts make a difference. Your support of our 

mutual ministry enables us to reach out with the gospel in word and deed in our com-

munity and to the world.  



Offering PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 

nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in 

any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the 

bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

PREFACE    The presiding minister continues: 
   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 



 LORD’S PRAYER  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  

           trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 

 

 COMMUNION 

 

 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

  We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 

Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC         One Bread, One Body       

        John Foley  

COMMUNION SONG 
“Lamb of God” may be sung. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us 

peace. 

   
Assembly song and other music may accompany the communion. 

During Communion                        Just as I am, without one plea ELW 592   
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PRAYER 
The assisting minister leads a concluding prayer. 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept. 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of 
baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from 

self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn    On my heart imprint your image  ELW 811   

  

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister may address the assembly. 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 

be of good courage; 

hold fast to that which is good; 

render to no one evil for evil; 

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 

help the afflicted; honor all people; 

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

    

Postlude         Bless Now, O God, the Journey         

       Welsh tune, 19th Century             
  


