CROSS CONNECTION

Newsletter of St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania

PENTECOST 2026 - JUNE & JULY

Dear Family and Friends of St. Luke,
+ Grace and Peace
Our prayers of intercession on a recent Sunday included the following:

Bless those experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new
employment, and accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Periods of transition can be intimidating even when the change we are anticipating or
experiencing is preferred. Transitions from one way of doing things to another frequently
involve moving through grief even as we may be excited about a new beginning. Some
transitions are more common than others. Sometimes changes are thrust upon us with little
warning or are the result of circumstances beyond our control (following an accident, a death,
a diagnosis, or a decision to downsize or relocate).

And so, it is good to pray for God’s blessing upon us and all those experiencing significant
transitions. The challenge may be that we may try to ride out periods of transition without
soliciting another's prayers - to say nothing of their advice or counsel.

While we refer to our life of faith as one we live in community with others, the truth is we
tend to be very selective of our participation in community. Maybe because of some of the
more obvious liabilities of life together, we have been conditioned to hold back. We tend to
be reluctant to share with one another those things that weigh heavily on our hearts or
challenge our ability to move gracefully through each day. Many factors influence our decisions
to share or not to share and to what extent. Past experiences of judgement, feelings of
shame, regret, resentment, and anger can condition us to calibrate our willingness to be

authentic, open, and honest. | get it.
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Pastor’s Letter, continued from page |

However, this is why we may need to be both more intentional and collaborative in our life
together as disciples of Jesus as those still on our earthly pilgrimage. God created us to be in
community. We were not designed to thrive in isolation or in the pretentions of persistent
privacy. Therefore, during these weeks after Pentecost ahead of us, let us all lean into the gift
of Holy Spirit and risk a bit of vulnerability with a trusted friend, a Stephen Minister, or fellow
child of God.

In Christ's love for you,
Pastor Frye

Stephen Ministry celebrates 3 years of service in May!

STEPHEN MINISTERS
The After People

Sometimes people ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” Stephen Ministers are trained
lay caregivers who provide emotional and spiritual support to people going through difficult
times in life, providing hope and healing in the midst of their pain.

STEPHEN MINISTERS ARE THERE . ..
... after the phone call in the middle of the night that changes life forever.

... dfter the baby comes home, demanding more of her than she ever imagined possible.
... after the funeral, when everyone has left and his emotions held at bay come crashing in.
... dfter the email announcing a new round of layoffs suddenly appears in her inbox.

... dfter the doctor says, “I'm sorry, but there's nothing else we can do.”

... after the youngest child pulls out of the hug and heads into the dorm—followed by a long drive
back to an empty house.

... dfter the retirement community director says, “Welcome to your new home.”

... dfter the divorce papers are served and she wonders if she'll ever trust anyone again.
... after the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and his loved one is led away.

... after the fire, when rebuilding a home feels impossible.

... after family and friends have heard his story one too many times, but he still needs to talk it out.

Through Stephen Ministry, your congregation can build a team of Stephen Ministers ready to come
alongside members of your church and community. This proven system for high-quality lay caring
ministry offers the structure, training, and resources for providing distinctively Christian care for

people during the “afters” in life.
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Prayer Resources in a Time of War

As the United States has begun military combat operations in Iran, we are called to pray and
ask for God's mercy.

Below are three prayers from the resource Prayer Book for the Armed Services.

Time of war

Eternal God, whose steadfast love never ends, we ask that you look upon the nations now
engaged in war and hasten the day of peace. Look in mercy on those exposed to peril,
conflict, sickness and death; and show compassion to the dying. In your good providence,
remove all causes and occasions of war. Incline the hearts of all people to follow the path to
peace and concord, that war may cease and the day of reconciliation may come quickly,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Those Who Suffer from War

Merciful God, you grieve amid the pain, fear and suffering of your children. Look with
compassion on all who endure the miseries of war. Be mindful, too, of those who day and
night face peril in defense of our nation. Guide them in their duties as they seek justice for
those subjected to tyranny and liberty for those who are oppressed. Eternal Protector of
the helpless, hear the cry of the distressed and grant speedy deliverance in a new day of
peace and concord. Amen

Those in the country’s service in a time of war

Almighty God, let your protection be upon all those who are in the service of our nation.
Guard them from all danger and harm; sustain and comfort those at home, especially in
hours of anxiety, loneliness, and sorrow. Prepare the dying for death and the living for your
service. Uphold those who bear arms on land and sea and in the air; and grant unto us and
all nations a speedy, just and lasting peace, the glory of your holy name. Amen

CROSS CONNECTION Page 3


https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9781451470000/Prayer-Book-for-the-Armed-Services

Council Concisely

LOREN GILLINGS

May 18, 2026

« Walk Fahnestock Scholarship has been Loren Gillings is the new Office and Communication
advertised with a deadline of June I. Manager. She lives in Waynesboro. She also works at a

« YTD Budgeted surplus is $5859.66 local restaurant and works part-time during the school

. YTD Budgeted and Non-Budgeted deficit is year at Washington County Public Schools in Maryland.
$2241.77 She enjoys photography, hiking and painting.

« Teagon Ocker baptism on May 10 ,
Her office hours are:

« Confirmation/Affirmation of Baptism on May Monday - Thursday 9:00 am- 2:00 pm

24 for Jasmine Lehman, Christina Yarma,
Reece Chestnut and Alli McGehee

« VBS to be held July 26-30

« HVAC repaired

M

() WORSHIP

Vespers in the Park

Throughout the Summer months, we will gather for
Vespers (Evening Prayer) and fellowship on the third
Saturday of each month at 6:00 PM.

June 20, July 18, August |5
Greene Township Park
(Just off Scotland Main Street at Elevator Street)

If you would like to participate in leading the

Teagan Michael Ocker, son of

rvi r reading one of the scriptures,
Logan ) Meleerie ©dies service or reading one of the scriptures

received the Sacrament of Holy please let Pastor Frye know.
Baptism on Sunday, May 10, 2026
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() OUTREACH

St. Seraphim Center SIGHT (& SOUND

THEATRES

213 Lincoln Way West,

Chambersburg, PA 17201 __ .
The St. Seraphim Center is a ministry of St. Mary Antiochian y -

Orthodox Christian Church. Our mission is to feed the needy in

LIVE ON STAGE
the Chambersburg area. The Center serves lunch to some 35 to

45 guests twice a week on Thursdays and Saturdays, which at Sight and Sound Theater
compliments the lunch schedule of the Salvation Army down in Lancaster
the street.
Call Eleanor Ostrasky
The Center is well-recognized as a welcoming community center @ 717-263-1028
in the Chambersburg area. On a typical Thursday or Saturday, "
the volunteers arrive around 9:00 am. They prepare for the day Thursday August 6 2026
by making hot dogs and soup and setting out sandwiches and Cost is $180 due by June 26" 2026
baked goods.

The doors open at 10:00 a.m. and continues until 1:00 p.m. The
Center has a friendly community atmosphere. Volunteers from
the local area assist in this ministry. There have been a number
of times visitors to the center have needed someone with a
listening ear and on occasion have requested prayer. A Bible
study is offered on Thursdays after the kitchen closes at 1:00
PM.

St. Luke has been part of this ministry for several years. We
serve on average one Saturday a month. We are grateful for the
willing volunteers who serve the center as well as members who
provide monetary support, soups, chili, hot dogs, rolls and baked
good to share.

How can you help? Flrst, prayers for St. Seraphim Center, their
clients, the wiling volunteers and that our presence may be a
blessing to those who visit the center for a meal. Also, look for
information in our announcements about dates St, Luke will
serve and the needed supplies,

If you would like to be part of this ministry by volunteering,
providing supplies or if you have any questions, please see Sherry
Fahnestock for more information.
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() EDUCATION

Vacation Bible School
(VBS) will be held July 26-30
(Sunday- Thursday)
from 6:00 to 8:00 PM

Faith Formation
Faith Formation classes will end May
31°" for summer break.
Will resume in August

Summer Camp
at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa
If intersted in going to camp reach
out to Heather Goetz!

VBS could not happen without the help of
the whole church body. Some of you may
volunteer your time and talents in one of the
many possible areas and some of you will
pray for the children and leaders as plans are
underway.

If you have any questions about this ministry,
please reach out to Heather Goetz or Janet
Lundblad.

The Walk-Fahnestock Scholarship will be available for students who are pursuing post-secondary
education for the 2026-2027 school year. Full time, part time, or continuing education courses are all eligible
for scholarship funds.

Applications are available from the church office or Jodi Forrester (717-552-4964 or
forresterjodi5 | 7@gmail.com. Applications and supporting paperwork should be received by the office or
Jodi by May 31, 2026. Any questions, please contact Jodi at the above number or email.



ST. LUKE CALENDAR / JUNE 2026

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
AA Book Group
Faith in Action S ey Midweek Service New freedom Music
Property Choir Al Anon Therapy
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Faith Formation AA Book Group MuUsi
Holy Faith in Action Staff Meeting Midweek Service New freedom usic
Communion Property Choir Al Anon Therapy
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Faith Formation ‘ ‘
Holy AA Book Group Midweek Service New freedom Music
Cormmunion Hremee Staff Meeting Choir Al Anon Therapy
21 22 23 24 25 20 2l
Faith F . Book Group
aith Formation , ‘ | i .
Wi AA Staff Meeting M\dvv?:eh< servwce New freedom Music
‘ oir
Communion Gl alaicl Therapy
28 29 30
Book Group

Faith Formation
Holy
Communion

Special Day, Holiday = bold text
Worship Services = red text
Education Opportunities = green text

Outreach/Fellowship Opportunities= purple text

Church Meeting = italicized text

Support / Community Group = gray text




ST. LUKE CALENDAR / JULY 2026

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
Midweek Service New freedom Music
g Al'A
Sl o Therapy
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Faith Formation
Hol AA Book Group ]
Commuymom Faith in Action Staff Meeting Midweek Service New freedom Music
Property Choir Al Anon Therapy
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Faith Formation .
Holy AA Book Group Midweek Service New freedom Music
O Finance Staff Meeting Choir Al Anon Therapy
19 20 12 22 23 24 25
Faith Formation Book Group ‘ ,
Holy Staff Meeting Midweek SerV|ce New freedom Music
Communion Choir Al Anon Therapy
26 27 28 29 30 31
Faith FHor"‘m(mon AA
Comr:uymon Council Book Group Midweek §ervwce New freedom Music
Choir Al Anon
Therapy
VBS VBS VBS VBS VBS

Special Day, Holiday = bold text
Worship Services = red text
Education Opportunities = green text

Outreach/Fellowship Opportunities= purple text
Church Meeting = italicized text
Support / Community Group = gray text
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